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Please drive under 25 MPH on Glenbrook Road.

Join us for a Jazz Brunch to honor the members of the Olam 
Tikvah Fine Arts Committee. Committee Chair Maurine Simon and 

members Cheri Belkowitz, Julian Levine, 
Phyllis Lustig, Alice Marion, Kitty Timmes, 
Karen Tovey, and Ilese Vorcheimer, have 
spent countless hours on Hiddur Mitzvah, the 
act of beautifying our sacred space. Thanks 
to their efforts over the past several years, 

we now have gorgeous new ark doors, lighting fi xtures, and the 
Minyan stained glass in our sanctuary; an amazing mosaic, donor 
recognition board, and inscription in our new foyer; new shelves 
and furnishings in our Beit Midrash; fabulous paint colors through-
out the building; comfortable new chairs for our social hall; and the 

Celebrate the Fine Arts Committee at a Jazz Brunch

contemporary

President’s messaGe

otpresident@olamtikvah.org

By anDrea Gross, President
After 18 months as OT’s president, I con-
tinue to think that the best part of the job is 
not the parking space: it’s working with great 
people. They even make attending meetings 
a pleasure. Each month is punctuated by two 
important gatherings: the executive commit-
tee meeting, followed two weeks later by the 
much larger board of directors’ meeting.

The meetings have different types of 
discussions, mostly due to the number of 
members. The “exec” has only ten—seven 

offi cers plus our rabbis and administrator. Our board has those ten, 
plus elected directors and appointed committee chairs, over 30 
members in all. Although they have no vote, the three staff mem-
bers are essential for the perspectives—both institutional history 
and a depth of understanding of our congregation—they bring. 

The board and “exec” tackle many of the same issues—from 
administrative and functional to money and programming. Key to 
both meetings are the rabbis’, fi nancial secretary’s, and administra-
tor’s reports.

Board meetings include committee reports, which help keep 
everyone informed of the many different aspects of synagogue life. 
The board addresses policy issues, and recently voted on changes 
to religious school policies contained in our governing documents. 
Personnel matters, such as contract extensions, are also brought 
before the board. 

Exec also has a “board preview” role. We review proposals 
from various entities to see if they are appropriate to bring to the 
board, and determine board agendas by identifying issues that re-
quire a board decision. These generally represent a change in policy 
or involve large amounts of money. Because we’re a small group, it 
is easy to be honest as we review member responses to new things 
we’ve tried. We are incredibly serious about the trust placed in us, 
yet we still fi nd time for smiles and laughter. 

I am honored and grateful for the many dedicated people, 
volunteers and staff, at OT, who turn my work into pleasure.

B’shalom,
Andrea Gross

Photo by Lisa Gross

Good People = Good Meetings

Sunday, January 22, 9:30am
By sUsan coren, OT Board Member, and rachelle Palley, OT Administrator

list goes on. Everywhere we turn at OT, we see the results of a great 
deal of time spent by the Fine Arts Committee to ensure that our 
communal space is as visually and physically comfortable as it can 
be. 

We hope that you will attend this brunch, featuring delicious 
food from Mr. Omelette and the warm sounds of the Dixie Power 
Trio jazz band. When you RSVP, please consider making a dona-
tion to OT to honor the committee members for their painstaking 
commitment to detail, making our warm, friendly synagogue a 
beautiful place to be.

World Wide Wrap
Sunday, February 5!
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adult education
By Rob YUniCh, Adult Education Chair

Life Cycle
Sundays, January 8 & February 12, 11:00am–12:00pm

Taught by Rabbi Kalender
As we make our way through life, we know there are impor-

tant times that allow us to defi ne who we are and what matters to 
us. Jewish tradition speaks to these important life cycle moments in 
profound and meaningful ways. Together we’ll explore the “hows” 
and “whys” of what we do at birth, B’nai Mitzvah, marriage, di-
vorce, and death. 

The Nuances of Trope 
(Torah & Haftarah)

Wednesdays, January 4, 18, 25 & February 1, 7:30–9:00pm
Olam Tikvah prides itself on our full cadre of lay Torah and 

Haftarah readers—it’s part of what makes this community special. 
We also take pride in continuing to learn, and that’s what this class 
is about. We will focus on the lesser-known but extremely impor-
tant nuances of trope and Hebrew grammar that will improve your 
reading—and make you think more about it as you prepare. This 
class is intended for Torah and Haftarah readers who are quite com-
fortable with trope itself.

around olam tikvah

what’s inside
ABBA ......................................................................................7
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Around Olam Tikvah ...................................................2, 3, 6-8
Around the Beltway ................................................................9
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Director’s Chair.......................................................................5
From the Rabbi’s Study ..........................................................3
Hazak ......................................................................................6
Membership ............................................................................3
Men’s Club ..............................................................................5
OT Preschool...........................................................................6
President’s Message ................................................................1
Ritual .......................................................................................8
Sisterhood ...........................................................................4, 9
Social Action ...........................................................................7
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Yad Awards .............................................................................7

See ADULT ED, p. 3

Annual Mishloach Manot 
FUNdraiser - coming soon!



Page  3 	 January 2012

new year is a wonderful opportunity to 
take a fresh look at what’s available for all 
of us going forward into 2012. In addi-
tion to the February Tu B’Shevat seder, 
Adult Education classes begin in January 
and February, both on Wednesday eve-
nings and Sunday mornings, and our Jazz 
Brunch honoring the dedicated work of 
the Fine Arts Committee will take place 
on Sunday, January 22. May 2012 bring 
health and happiness to us all.

The Contemporary
Congregation Olam Tikvah

3800 Glenbrook Road
      Fairfax, Virginia  22031-3199

Apples and honey, round challah, new clothing, gathering 
together for prayer and festive meals… now that sounds like a 
New Year’s celebration! On the surface, Jewish tradition has little 
to offer us in the way of celebrating our other new year, the one 
beginning on January 1. We have no significant rituals or liturgical 
changes, no special foods or activities. But what we do have, along 
with millions of others in the world, is the feeling of anticipation 
and excitement of renewal and new beginnings—and that’s worth a 
lot.

We know very well—because we did it a few months ago and 
we do it every year—the process that we go through leading up to 
Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur: our anticipation of the Jewish 
New Year translates into introspection and asking for forgiveness. 
On the flip side of the Jewish year, we anticipate the renewal of 
springtime at Pesach by cleaning out the spiritual and physical 
chametz that has built up in our lives. And at this very time of year, 
we anticipate Tu B’Shevat, the new year of the trees, when we look 
to renew our relationship with the natural world around us. [Mark 
your calendars:  Wednesday, February 8, 7:00pm—Tu B’Shevat 
seder!] 

The new year of 2012 brings with it so much potential—for 
life, for friendship and community, for learning, and for myriad 
achievements. Olam Tikvah is a hopping place year-round, and the 

From the Rabbi’s Study

Anticipating the (Other) New Year
By Rabbi Ita Paskind

Membership

Welcome New Members!
By Debbie Weber and Kitty Timmes

Joining Olam Tikvah was an easy decision for Niki and 
Ed Friedman, as they already have friends here. They moved 
from Manhattan to northern Virginia in 2007. Niki grew up in the 
Philadelphia suburbs and attended Michigan State University. Ed 
grew up in New York City and received his undergraduate degree 
from Georgetown University and his Master’s from George Mason 
University. They met on JDate while they were living in NYC. Niki 
is a stay-at-home mom, and Ed is an editor at the National Rifle As-
sociation of America (NRA). They have two sons—Max, 4, attends 
preschool at Great Falls Village Green Day School and Henry, 15 
months, stays home with mom. The Friedmans love swimming, 
spending time with family and friends, watching sports, and travel-
ing. Niki plans to get involved with religious school and Sisterhood. 

Around Olam Tikvah

Join World Wide Wrap on February 5!
Join fellow congregants and congregations around the world 

at morning minyan on Sunday, February 5 as OT participates in the 
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs’ (FJMC) World Wide Wrap—an 
international program that brings the global Jewish community 
together to learn and practice the mitzvah of putting on t’filin. More 
information is available on the Men’s Club page (www.olamtikvah.
org/mensclub.html).

Photos by Karen NisenoffADULT ED, continued from p. 2

Modern Jewish Theologians
Wednesdays, February 15, 22, 29, & March 7, 7:30pm–9:00pm

Judaism demands that we constantly consider life’s most 
basic, yet complicated concepts. In this course, we will study the 
works of several 20th century Jewish theologians to develop a bet-
ter understanding of these influential thinkers and expand our own 
theological perspectives.
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Sisterhood

703-425-1880 x243	 sisterhood@olamtikvah.org

While the Jews had an extremely difficult life in the shtetl, 
we all know Jewish education was of paramount importance. Boys 
would leave their families to study at a yeshiva often far from 
home. Many of these boys’ families could ill afford to support 
them in their studies and yet, in order to be able to devote his life to 
study, the yeshiva bocher needed to be assured of material subsis-
tence.

The solution was twofold. First, there were deputies who trav-
eled from town to town raising money to support the yeshiva. Sec-
ond, the yeshiva townspeople hosted the students for meals, each 
according to his means. A rich person might feed several students 
several times a week; a poor person only one student one meal a 
week. If people could not host a student in their home, they would 
give coins according to their means to buy food.

Sisterhood Shabbat

Mitzvah Corps
By Diane Fertman Torah Fund

By Roz Sloan

Sisterhood Book Club
By Gerri Sterling

Challah for Shabbat
Upcoming ordering deadlines are Monday, January 9 and 

Monday, February 9. For more information, contact Deb Gould.
Please mail the order coupon below and your check to OT 

Sisterhood (Attn: Challah Orders), 3800 Glenbrook Road, Fairfax 
VA 22031, or leave it in the Challah Mailbox outside the OT Office. 

You may also e-mail your order (otchallah@yahoo.com). Deb 
will record the order and then you can drop off or mail a check to 
the office.

Challah
Name:_ ____________________________________________
Phone number:_ ____________ E-mail: __________________
_______# of  braided challah pairs @ $7.50 per pair $____ ____
Total_______________________________________________
Make checks payable to OT Sisterhood, and write the number 
of challah pairs on the check.

Rosh Chodesh Discussion Group
By Sara Pollack

Mitzvah Corps provides Shabbat meals for OT members 
when a new baby arrives, someone is ill, or an immediate fam-
ily member has passed away. This classic meal includes chicken, 
kugel, vegetables, and a challah. You can support Mitzvah Corps 
with a donation, or you can join a dedicated team responsible for 
preparing and distributing the meals. Please contact Diane Fertman 
or the OT office to request a meal for yourself or someone else, or if 
you would like to help.

Sisterhood Shabbat will take place on January 14. We’d like 
to include you in the service if you are interested in participating; 
you can choose from Hebrew, English, and non-speaking parts, 
big and small, solo and group-led prayers. Please contact Barbara 
Finkel to learn which parts remain available (see contact info in the 
OT Directory). Even if you prefer not to participate, please plan to 
attend the service and share the warmth generated in the sanctuary 
on a cold winter morning!

Calendar
January 9	 N/A	 Challah order due
January 14	 9:30am	 Sisterhood Shabbat
January 18	 N/A	 SOME casserole drop off
January 27	 7:30pm	 Rosh Chodesh discussion
February 6	 N/A	 Challah order due
February 11	 TBA	 Casino Night / Silent Auction together 

with Judaism is for Lovers Party

Despite a late start, our Wednesday, November 16 discussion 
of The Sabbath World: Glimpses of a Different Order of Time by 
Judith Shulevitz proved stimulating and exciting. The book was 
named one of the NY Times 100 Notable Books of 2010 as well 
as one of the five best nonfiction books of 2010 by the Jewish 
Daily Forward. Our group found the book to be well researched 
and academic. Although the tone of the author’s personal journey 
seemed supercilious, her main point—taking time once a week for 
retreat for self and family revitalization—was well argued and well 
received by the group. Overall, it received a “thumbs-up.”

On Thursday, March 15, the book club will meet to discuss 
Jerusalem Maiden by Talia Carner. During Ottoman rule, a young 
Orthodox Jewish woman in the holy city of Jerusalem is expected 
to marry and produce many sons to help hasten the Messiah’s arriv-
al. While the feisty Esther Kaminsky understands her obligations, 
her artistic talent inspires her to secretly explore worlds outside her 
religion, to dream of studying in Paris—and to believe that God has 
a special destiny for her. When tragedy strikes her family, Esther 
views it as a warning from an angry God and suppresses her desires 
in order to become an obedient “Jerusalem maiden.” 

Jewish Book World tells us: “Talia Carner uses beautiful 
language, exquisite storytelling, and detailed research to transport 
the reader into the world of old Jerusalem. This is a book to savor 
and discuss.” Maggie Anton, author of Rashi’s Daughters, finds 
it “Compelling...vividly examines the grinding poverty and op-

See book club,  p. 12

See TORAH FUND, p. 6

On Thursday, October 27, twelve Sisterhood members held 
the first Rosh Chodesh discussion of the year. Roz Sloan led us 
in a study of the history of Rosh Chodesh and its connection with 
women—a midrash says that women were given Rosh Chodesh 
because the Israelite women did not give up their gold for the 
golden calf when they were wandering in the desert. Rosh Chodesh, 
or head of the month, marks the new moon and the start of a new 
month, as the Jewish calendar is based on the lunar cycle. It was 
once considered a Yom Kippur katan (small), intended for personal 
atonement. Today a minor holiday, it is marked on the Shabbat prior 
to the new moon by reciting a special prayer, as well as chanting 
a special haftarah, reciting Hallel, and including some additional 
brachot. The first women-led Rosh Chodesh observances occurred 
in the 1980s and were largely influenced by Peninah Adelman’s 
book Miriam’s Well, which included services for the holiday.

See ROSH CHODESH, p. 9
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November and December were busy and successful months 
for OT’s Men’s Club. Our November 6 brunch featured congre-
gant and NY Times journalist Eric Schmitt. In conjunction with 
�W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���R�I���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���E�R�R�N����Counterstrike—The Untold Story 
of America’s Secret Campaign against Al Qaeda, he delivered an 
outstanding address to a near-record crowd of enthusiastic congre-
gants, friends, and guests.

On November 19, Mezumenet and Kol Sasson, two of the 
best collegiate a cappella groups in the country, provided a fantas-
tic night of musical entertainment for almost 200 attendees. These 
young people were not only polished performers but also role 
models for our synagogue youth. Thank you to all of the volunteers, 
including the Boy Scouts of Troop 1818, who did an outstanding 
job ushering.

On December 11, we sponsored the family musical, Festival 
of Lights, created by Art Levine, a congregant and Men’s Club 
�P�H�P�E�H�U�����:�H���Z�H�U�H���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���Y�H�Q�X�H���L�Q���9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D���I�R�U���W�K�L�V��
show. Thank you to everyone who joined us for this joyous and 
heart-warming tale.

Men’s Club

703-425-1880 x245	 mensclub@olamtikvah.org

Two Busy Months, and More
By Jack Klevan, Men’s Club President

Director’s Chair

703-425-1880 x105	 rpalley@olamtikvah.org

By Rachelle  Palley, Synagogue Administrator
You would think that by now the novelty would wear off, but 

when I walk around Olam Tikvah I still feel a thrill at what we have 
accomplished. Even though we have been in the building for almost 
�W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���R�X�U���¿�Q�D�O���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�V��
�I�U�R�P���)�D�L�U�I�D�[���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����,�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����Z�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���R�X�U���¿�Q�D�O���L�Q�V�S�H�F-
�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G�����W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���5�R�Q���.�D�W�]�¶�V���G�L�O�L�J�H�Q�W��
volunteer efforts to make sure everything that needed to be done 
was taken care of. This important closing step means that we no 
longer have to post a bond to the County to ensure that the project 
will be completed. Hopefully, by the time you read this, we will 
�K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H���R�X�U���¿�Q�D�O���)�L�U�H���0�D�U�V�K�D�O���,�Q�V�S�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W��
�E�H���G�R�Q�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�V��
American Express Small Business Saturday 

Program
Todah rabbah to the 98 people who participated in the Ameri-

�F�D�Q���(�[�S�U�H�V�V���6�P�D�O�O���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����7�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���\�R�X���D�Q�G��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�[�S�U�H�V�V�����2�7���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G�������������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���U�H-
�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�����������F�U�H�G�L�W���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�[�S�U�H�V�V���F�U�H�G�L�W���F�D�U�G���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V��

See MEN’S CLUB PRESIDENT, p. 8

Building Update


