Congregation Olam Tikvah Sisterhood 2009-2010 Annual Report

As we look forward to the summer days and vacations from school and work, we remember a year made possible by the participation and support of our 300 members. From our board to our volunteers, our members’ dedication, humor and love of Judaism shine through. A heartfelt Yasher Koach to each and every one of our over 100 volunteers. Special thanks, as always, to the OT office staff, Men’s Club and the Rabbis for their collaboration during the year.
Donations to the Synagogue

· $20,000 donation as the fourth payment of the $100,000 pledge to the Capital Campaign

· $36,000 toward outfitting the new kitchen

· $7,200 toward new machzorim for the high holidays

· $1,800 toward the dedication weekend

· $1,500 for Mincha/Ma’ariv light dinners

· $200 contribution to the Klirs Scholar-In-Residence Golf Tournament

· $1,500 donation for the Floral Fund, for bima flowers at High Holy Day services

· Mezuzah necklaces as gifts for members of the Religious School Confirmation Class 

· $150 donation to Olam Tikvah, in honor of the office staff

· $300 to the Olam Tikvah Preschool, to support the Shabbat bags

Service to the Synagogue

· Kiddush catering services from Simcha Catering, serving kiddush for an ever growing number of Shabbat regulars and simcha events

· Judaica Shop, providing B’nai Mitzvah gifts, Judaica, and ceremonial items for the home

· New Year’s Greeting Card at Rosh Hashanah to the entire congregation

· B’nai Mitzvah gifts co-sponsorship with Men’s Club

· More than 500 Purim Mishloach Manot bags prepared and delivered

· Dreidels and gelt provided for the Preschool and the Religious School

· Provided a copy of With Strength and Splendor to the Rabbinical library

· Jars of honey distributed to attendees of the opening brunch, students in the Religious School and the Preschool for the High Holidays

Special Programs

· Sisterhood-led Shabbat Morning Service and Kiddush luncheon on January 24, 2010
· A copy of Count Your Blessings prayers for each newly married couple as well as a copy of With Love and Best Dishes compliments of Sisterhood and Olam Tikvah Membership Committee

· Collection of coupons for military families living overseas, co-sponsored with Gesher Jewish Day School Student Council

Donations to the Community

· Over $8,500 collected from members to Women’s League Torah Fund, in support of the Jewish Theological Seminary 

· $300 to the Hillel of George Mason University 

· $108 to six area high schools, as donations to their all-night graduation parties 

· $175 to the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs, in honor of Bruce Gordon, Blue Yarmulke Man of the Year

· $75 to the Women’s League of Conservative Judaism Masorti Family Project

· $180 donation to Jewish Theological Seminary in honor of Shirley and John Baer receiving the Leadership Award
· Approximately 220 casserole meals serving more than 3,000 patrons of So Others Might Eat (SOME)

· More than 32 Shabbat meals prepared by the Mitzvah Corps for OT congregants who had a new baby, had been hospitalized or were sitting shiva 

· Jewish holiday celebrations for residents of Fairfax Nursing Center and Sleepy Hollow Manor

· New mittens and gloves, school supplies, books and educational games and puzzles, donated for children at Graham Road Elementary School

· Over 112 notes expressing sympathy, mazal tov and get-well wishes sent to congregants 
· $36 to Gesher Jewish Day School for Ellen and Ron Katz’s honor at the Guardian of the Bridge Gala
· $50 in home goods donated to DASH (District Alliance for Safe Housing) to outfit new apartment building helping women transition from abusive environments safely
Membership Events

· Annual Membership Dinner in November, celebrating Le’avdah ul-Shamrah with guest speaker Rabbi Avis Miller

· Co-sponsored New Member meet and greet event with Membership Committee

· Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon in June for our over 100 volunteers

· Organized trips and tours to the Library of Congress and the National Symphony Orchestra

Educational Events

· Educational brunches: Opening Brunch with Men’s Club with featured speaker Claire Simmons; spring brunch with Shelly Palley
· Weekly Mishnah study class with Rabbi Kalender

· Book Club Meetings: Sarah by Marek Halter; Rashi’s Daughters III: Rachel by Maggie Anton; All Other Nights by Dara Horn 
· Rosh Chodesh group revived

· Hosted Seaboard Region evening with author Maggie Anton 

